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INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAST 


THE  UNITED  3'?aTES  OF  AMERICA,  ot  al  )  AFFIDAVIT 

) 

-  AO.iINST  -  )  of 

,  ) 

.  \J<I,  °adao,  t  al 


•a 


y 


71  Vii 


)  KIKUCHI,  Toyosnburo 


I,  KIKtl j  I,  Poyosaburo  mako  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

1.  1,  KIKUCHI,  Toyosnburo,  sorv  A  in  tho  Education  Ministry 
from  July  Ml,  I9?.7  to  April  17,  1939  I  va3  Chiof  of  tie  Bureau  of 
Public  Instruction  in  the  Education  Ministry,  under  Marquis  KIDO, 
who  was  minister  of  Education  fro  a  October  22,  1937  to  May  26,  1938. 
Tho  f  ollowin  g  facts  are  based  on  my  own  knowledge  and  on  informa¬ 
tion  obtain  by  mo  in  my  official  capacity. 

2.  Mr.  YA3UI,  Education  Minister,  the  pr jdocossor  of  Marquis 
KI-X) ,  was  subjected  to  a  barrage  of  lnturoollation3  at  a  plenary 
session  of  t^o  House  Budgetary  Committee  of  tho  Diot  of  1939  by 
Messrs,  HaRA,  Sfc.be4,  x.3HID..,  Hitoshi  and  MAKINO,  Ryozo  about  a 
bo 3k  "Kokutui  no  Hongi"  (/iosoncu  of  tho  National  Polity),  publi¬ 
shed  in  March,  1937  by  the  Education  Ministry  during  tho  tenure  of 
office  of  7 iSDi's  predecessor  HAYA3HI  as  Education  Ministor.  Tho 
book  contained  passages,  belittling  tho  Diet  and  criticizing  con¬ 
stitutional  government.  Mr.  YASUI  was  at  a  loss  to  make  a  reply 
to  tho  question  and  criticisms  of  tVu.  member  of  the  Diot. 

wh on  Marquis  KIDO  assumed  tho  portfolio  of  Education,  ho  rulod 
that  th03 >  passages  of  the  book  in  question  wore  improper  and 
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ordered  his  subordinates  to  soporess  or  revise  the  book.  Ho 
decidod  to  havo  the  book  revised  and  in  the  -noantiino  stopped 
its  salos  and  distribution.  Consequently,  Education  Minister 
KIDO  aopointod  several  people  in  the  Education  Ministry  to  re¬ 
vised  tho  book.  Y/hile  work  on  tno  revision  was  under  way,  the 
Cabinet  was  reconstructed,  so  that  Marquis  KIDO  resignod  as 
Education  Minister  without  seeing  tho  revision  completed.  In¬ 
fluences  of  tho  extromc  nationalists  and  rightists  wore  very 
powerful  in  those  day3,  so  that  wo  were  strongly  irpressed  by 
Education  Minister  KIDO’s  action,  which  called  for  moral  courago 
and  convoctions. 

3.  It  was  g  me rally  known  that  for  some  time  prior  to  th  time 
that  KIDO  became  Education  Ministor  that  MINODA,  Kyoki  and  his 
faction  woro  trying  to  oxpol  Professors  KAWAI ,  -kijiro,  :f0  GT.., 
Kisaburo,  TANAKA ,  Kotaro,  MIYAZaWA,  Toshiyoshi,  and  STf' Wi'tr , 
Izutaro  from  the  *okyo  Imporial  University  and  brought  pr- 
to  boar  upon  them  in  various  ways.  I  hoard  Education  Minister 
KIDO  say  that  ho  refused  to  bo  intimidated  by  rightist  influences 
and  would  not  allow  the  professors  in  question  to  be  removed 
from  the  Tokyo  Imperial  University#  ^hon  Marquis  KIDO  became 
Ministor  of  Education  ho  inculcated  in  that  Ministry  a  freshness 
of  spirit  and  respect  for  freodo '  and  independence  of  views  which 
was  aooaront  to  all  of  us  who  workod  under  him.  This  wa3  appa¬ 
rent  from  his  acts  and  conversations. 
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4.  A'ho  resignation  of  Profossor  YAHAI3ARA,  Tadao  fro~’  the  Tokyo 
Imperial  University  on  Docombor  4,  1937  was  duo  to  some  improper 
phraseology,  which  was  contained  in  his  article,  contributed 

to  a  roligious  magazino,  "TSUSUI'T".  <»nd  his  article  entitled 
"KAMI-NO-KUNIir  was  based  on  his  lecture,  delivered  before  com¬ 
memorative  mooting. 

5.  This  case  of  Professor  YaNaI3ARa  became  a  question  beforo 

tho  Faculty  Council  of  tho  Tokyo  Imperial  University.  Dr.  N.*G.»YO, 
Prosidont  of  the  Univor3ity  also  said  he  thought  it  proper  for 
Professor  YaNAIBaRA  to  resign,  while  friends  of  Professor  YaFAI  BARu 
including  Profossor  OUCHI  advised  him  to  rosign.  The  r.sult 
was  that  Profossor  YA  TAIB\RA  tonderou  his  resignation  of  his  own 
accord.  His  resignation  was  acceptod  by  Presidnot  NAGaYO,  after 
consultation  with  Education  Minister  XIDO.  Tho  question  was  solved 
in  tho  University  itsolf  and  I  know  of  no  pressure  or  acts  -wa^ 
4w*ougWk  by  Education  Minister  KIDO  in  this  matter. 

6.  Stimulated  by  tho  tonso  situation  then  prevailing,  a  strong 
tondoncy  assortod  itsolf  in  Army  circles,  especially  young  Army 
officers  to  domand  for  strongthoning  of  military  education.  Some 
evon  went  tho  length  of  demanding  guidance  of  education  on  tho 
part  of  tho  Array.  For  the  pur  rose  of  attaining  tho  object,  uni¬ 
versity  autonomy  and  indopondonco  wore  lookod  upon  as  the  most 
sorlous  obstacle.  chango  of  tho  President  of  tho  Tokyo  Im¬ 
perial  University,  at  loast  was  regarded  a3  necessary  for  tho 
success  of  tho  proposed  roform.  In  consequoncc,  Lioutonant-Gonoral 
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TaTEKaWa,  YoBhitsugu  and  Colonel  KOP.iYaSHI ,  Junichiro  demanded 
Education  Minister  KIDO  to  malco  Dr.  NAOAYO  resign  as  President 
of  the  Tokyo  Imoerial  University,  but  ho  flatly  rojoctod  the 

demand . 

Measures,  demanded  by  the  Army  for  strengthening  military 
education  in  the  Universities  included  the  following. 

(1)  To  make  military  education  an  obligatory  subject  of  study 
at  the  university  instoad  of  boing  an  optional  one. 

(2)  To  add  military  drill  to  military  education  besides  a 
history  of  battl  s  and  military  lectures. 

.^3)  To  incroas-  the  number  of  Army  officers  assigned  to  uni¬ 
versities  and  make  them  regular  instructors. 

(4)  To  make  the  record  in  military  education  have  a  decisive 

% 

influence  on  tho  students'  graduation  or  promotion. 

■••hose  demands  were  submitted  to  tho  Education  Ministry  by 

0 

tho  Amy  which  tried  to  porsuado  Education  Ministry  authorities 
to  accept  them  in  various  ways.  Those  Education  Ministry  autho¬ 
rities,  concerned,  consulted  Education  .ninistor  KIDO  about  the 
matter,  whereupon  Education  Minister  KIDO  rojoctod  the  Ar^y 

demands  in  cloar-cut  terms  and  statod  that  such  reforms  would  not 
bo  ca  riod  out  and  they  wero  not  carried  out  during  his  term  as 
Minister  of  education. 

7.  During  tho  time  whon  KIDO  was  Minister  of  Education,  there 
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was  no  pressure  brought  by  the  military  with  respect  to  Increase 
of  military  training  or  education  In  the  high  schools,  middle 
schools,  private  schools  and  primary  schools,  nor  was  there  any 
mere .ae  In  hours  of  study,  subject  matter  or  drill  made  by  KlhO 
or  any  one  else  in  these  schools  during  his  Ministry. 

3.  In  June,  1937  the  first  KONOYE  Cabinet  was  formed.  KIDO  re¬ 
ported  to  the  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  that  'rime 
Minister  KOSOYK  had  stated  at  cabinet  meetings  that  he  was  grieved 
to  see  that  the  bigoted  Japanese  soirit  was  rampant  on  the  one 
hand  and  on  the  other  extreme  Communism  was  spreading,  with  the 
result  that  a  largo  number  of  student  Communists  were  rounded  up. 

In  view  of  the  public  opinion  that  the  prevailing  confusion  was 
due  fundamentally  to  defects  in  the  educational  policy  and  system, 
the  Prime  Minister  set  up  the  Xplku  ohlnSlkal  (  educational  Council 
for  the  purpose  of  revamping  the  educational  policy  and  system. 

The  members  of  the  Educational  Council  were  chosen  from  various 
walks  of  life  such  as  educators  and  those  possessed  of  profound 
learning  and  rich  experiences.  The  Council  was  charged  with  the 
task  to  make  systematic  and  comprehensive  studies  of  various  edu¬ 
cational  questions  for  the  purpose  of  reforming  the  educational 
system.  1*-  was  not  Tt  was  granted  an  Imperial  message  and 
had  Its  inaugural  meeting  In  December,  1937,  It  was  not  swayed 
by  any  particular  political  influence,  nor  vas  It  subservient 
to  the  Cabinet.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  Intended  to  be  a  perma¬ 
nent  organ,  quite  separate  of  the  Cabinet  and  transcending  the 
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latter.  This  accounts  for  the  fact  that  hr.  ml,  Kentaro, 
Vice-President  of  the  Privy  Council,  -«  appointed  Its  presidaU. 
Various  committees  of  the  C  ouncll  conducted  deliberations  on  the 
basis  Of  nubile  opinion.  Various  question,  Including  a  deri¬ 
vation  of  the  essence  of  the  national  polity,  expansion  of  mass 
education,  enhances^  of  the  physical  standard  of  the  people, 
rectification  of  the  uniformity  of  education  and  promotion  of 
scientific  and  Industrial  education,  alleviation  of  the  burden 
on  the  young  students,  and  Improvement  of  educational  finances 
and  administration  were  approached  and  studied  from  the  angle  of 
free  education,  an  educational  reform  was  sought  in  efforts  to 
train  really  creative  and  practical  men  and  women,  by  studying 
tradition, r  Industry,  culture  and  national  life  which  had  bearings 
on  education.  The  Council  made  many  important  decisions  on  the 
above  matters  during  Its  existence,  (but  as  It  was  only  in  a  sta  o 
Of  infancy  during  KXM-*  term  as  Education  Minister,  no  decis  or 
vjoro  made  during  that  period.)  Education  Minister 


woro  made  during  that  period.)  Education  Minister  ^P^ 

tlclpatod  in  the  Education  Council’s  dollberationCp^’^’*’ 
firm  conviction  that  the  guiding  principle  of  educational  reform 
should  consist  in  (1)  establish, nt  of  character  building, 
revamping  of  the  educational  system,  tdach  has  been  dotaehod  rom 
actual  life  and  (3,  promotion  of  business  and  scientific  education, 
t'arquls  KXCO’a  tenure  ef  office  as  Minister  ef  Education  was  com- 
onrativoly  short,  it  tolng  from  the  end  of  October.  1937  to  * 
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lMt  of  May.  1938  when  ho  left  the  Education  Ministry  ov,ln3  to  a 
Cabinot  reconstruction. 

•fho  Educational  Council  was  established  with  the  abovo-mon- 
tionod  ob,oct  while  Marquis  KIDO  was  Education  Minister  and  em¬ 
braced  the  opinions  just  referred  to.  *he  Educational  Council  was 
not  an  orEan  created  for  any  military  purpose  what  so  ever  nor  d 
U  make  any  decisions  with  resoect  thereto.  In  fact  the  reverse 

was  the  caso. 

On  this  5_da7  of  Fcb^,  1947 


At 


D3P0HENT  KIKUCHI,  Toyosabuxq_ii?£u  1 ) 


X,  H0ZOT.1,  higotaka  hereby  certify  that  the  above  state¬ 
ment  was  sworn  by  the  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and 
seal  thereto  In  the  presence  of  this  witness. 


On  the  same  date, 
at  3amc  place. 


Witness-  (Signed)  HnZIIMI.  Shiga  taka 

(soul) 


O.'tTH 

I„  accordance  With  my  conscience  1  swear  to  toll  the  whole 

truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 

i:TKTTOinr  foyosaburo 
yOOG.1) 
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